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“Whatever talents we have ought to be used  
to make the world better...and to make the  
human family happier.”  
 
That is what Martha Jane Phillips Starr’s father 
told her as a child. Many of us might make a note  
of this and carry on, but she took this notion to 
heart, remaining devoted to it throughout her life.  
 
There is no doubt that this spirit of philanthropy, 
which was ingrained in her at such a young age,  
is what led to the Martha Jane Phillips Starr  
Field of Interest Fund pledging a generous gift  
of $1 million to the A Commitment to Memory  
campaign, naming The Martha Jane Phillips  
Starr Memory Care Residence.  
 
Many of you may recognize the name “Starr” –  
yes, Martha Jane was the mother of resident  
Phil Starr and mother-in-law to Barry Starr.  
But before this, Martha Jane was born in 
Bartlesville, Oklahoma, in 1906 – 11 years before 
the U.S. entered World War I and 14 years before  
Women’s Right to Vote. She was the daughter  
of L.E. Phillips, co-founder of Phillips Petroleum  

Company (Phillips 66), and can be described as  
an extremely determined and dedicated woman.  
 
Martha Jane was not given the opportunity to  
go to college like her brothers, and instead  
attended finishing school. In 1929, she married 
John Wilbur Starr, otherwise known as “Twink,”  
a University of Kansas-educated geologist, who 
happened to be a classmate of her brothers.  
 
Originally, Twink worked at Phillips 66, but after 
they married, he decided to explore other careers. 
In 1931, they moved to Kansas City, Missouri,  
and had two sons. During World War II, Twink 
volunteered for the Navy and was called away  
for duty in the Pacific. At this same time, Martha 
Jane enrolled their sons in Pembroke Country Day 
School. It was here that she got her true start in 
philanthropic work, helping with fundraising 
efforts and eventually becoming a trustee.   
 
Martha Jane went on to volunteer in her local  
community with Junior League, the Red Cross, 
and Planned Parenthood, eventually serving as  
president for each. In the 1950s, she became  
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involved with research at the University of  
Kansas Medical Center that focused on human  
reproduction. She believed this same attention  
could be applied to healthy marriages – preparing 
men and women for marriage as they prepared for 
careers. This became a major goal of hers, and in 
1959, Martha Jane worked with the University  
of Missouri Kansas City (UMKC) to create the  
Research Center for Family Development.  
 
In 1963, she became one of the first women trustees 
at UMKC, where she was later awarded an Honorary  
Doctor of Humane Letters. She also established the  
Family Studies Center and its Endowment Fund.  
In 1967, she created the UMKC Women’s Council, 
its Graduate Assistance Fund, and later, the Starr  
Education Committee.  
 
When asked of his mother, Phil says, “She was a 
good mother and a committed volunteer.” Barry 
adds, “She was an incredible mother-in-law. She was 
so passionate about women's issues and education.”  
 
In 2011, Martha Jane passed away, and left her  
money to the Greater Kansas City Community 
Foundation, where she established the Field of  
Interest Fund. She named her son, Phil, and friends 
Mary Kay McPhee and JR Majors as trustees.  
 
Her Will stipulated that her Fund be used to  
support causes that were close to her heart, and  
that they support the development of educational 
programs that assist youth and adults, and promote 
stable marriages and healthy family life. In May 
2016, the trustees heard our case for why the new 
Memory Care Residence programming aligns with 
her life work.  
 
We shared that our residence will be dedicated  
to promoting healthy family life by removing the 
daily burdens of hands-on care by loved ones of 
those affected by dementia, restoring spousal and 
family relationships that suffer during the caregiving 
phase of life. Because of our program, relationships  
between wives and husbands, daughters and sons, 
and grandchildren and friends can again be  
restored. The trustees unanimously agreed to  
authorize this major gift.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Most notably, this gift marked only the second time 
the Fund made a donation outside of Kansas City. 
The Starr family also has a special tie to the Sarasota 
community. After the war, Twink began working for 
RB Jones Insurance when none other than the 
Ringling Bros. Circus became a potential client. 
Twink was asked to visit with the circus, and later, 
after he won them over, he purchased a vacation 
home on Longboat Key, where their family visited 
for more than 40 years. 
 
By example, Martha Jane taught her sons the  
importance of giving. Today, Phil sits on the  
Plymouth Harbor Foundation Board, and he and 
Barry are leading the A Commitment to Memory 
campaign.  
 
Phil says, “I saw both of my parents live a long life, 
longer than expected – dad to 95 and mother to 105. 
Barry and I want to have the most caring experience 
possible when the time comes. We want to know 
that we, and our family, will be taken care of.” 
 
Plymouth Harbor is most grateful to Martha Jane 
and the generous gift by her Field of Interest Fund. 
There is no doubt that the Martha Jane Phillips  
Starr Memory Care Residence will be dedicated to 
fulfilling her legacy. 

(continued from page 1) 
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Above: Martha Jane was an avid supporter of  
her sons’ Boy Scouts troop. Here, she is pictured 

with her needlepoint work for the Heart of  
America Boy Scout Service Center. 



 

 

  

In the 1989 classic movie Field of Dreams, Iowa 
corn farmer Ray Kinsella (Kevin Costner) starts 
hearing voices to build a baseball diamond in his 
fields — sacrificing all the income from his crop. 
Everyone thinks he’s gone mad, but the vision  
began with Ray hearing a voice, “If you build it, he 
will come.” So, with faith, build it he did. When he sees shoe-less Joe Jackson (Ray Liotta) on the field, 
the details fall into place when other deceased baseball players emerge from the cornfields to play ball. 
 
The Northwest Garden did not quite begin that way — there was no single voice, but rather many  
voices of knowledge and surveys saying that memory care and additional assisted living was greatly 
needed at Plymouth Harbor to stay faithful to the vision of The Rev. Dr. John Whitney MacNeil some 
50+ years ago. On that belief, construction of the Northwest Garden began, and over the next couple  
of months, 700 John Ringling Blvd. will be alive with activity as all eyes focus on the northwest part of 
our property! 
 
If [we] build it [they] will come. With 30 rooms for memory care, 30 for assisted living, and 10 residential 
living apartments about to open, our residents, family members, Harbor Club members, and Sarasotans 
all have their eyes on the Northwest Garden. I have seen several people outside of Plymouth Harbor 
who have move-in dates for the third floor residential living apartments, and there are many residents 
of the Smith Care Center and Callahan Center who are making plans to move into the Memory Care 
Residence on the first floor and into the assisted living rooms on the second floor. Then, there are  
residents of the Tower and gardens who are looking to their new homes in memory care and assisted 
living. Others who currently live independently are watching to see if apartments become available that 
might be an upgrade for them. Harbor Club members are beginning to receive phone calls with word 
that “we have one or two apartments to show you,” raising their excitement levels. 
 
All eyes are on the Northwest Garden — with North Garden residents anxiously watching for the end  
of construction, a reality that has filled their daily world with back-up beeping signals, truck traffic  
outside their windows, jack hammers behind their walls and under their floors...six days a week, twelve 
hours a day. Yes, they’re watching for the completion of Northwest Garden, too! 
 
And outside of Plymouth Harbor, there are ongoing searches for increased staff to help prepare and  
serve food as well as help to maintain our expanded property. With greater need, more nurses, CNAs, 
and personal assistants are being called for Smith Care, Home Health, Memory Care and Assisted  
Living residents. All eyes are on the Northwest Garden! 
 
If [we] build it, [they] will come. The Northwest Garden is our field of dreams — we’re all watching it 
and planning our moves accordingly. 
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IF WE BUILD IT, THEY WILL COME 

— Chaplain Dick Sparrow 



 

 

  

As many of you know, construction of the  
new Northwest Garden Building was delayed 
due to the impact of Hurricane Irma.  
 
According to our contractor, Irma delayed  
our schedule by at least three weeks — one 
week each for preparations, storm, and cleanup.  
Additionally, we may experience inspection delays  
and material delivery delays.  
 
However, please know that Willis Smith and our  
contractors continue to be dedicated to this project,  
some of whom are working six days per week.  
  
As a result, we wanted to inform you of our revised  
timetable as it relates to the project post-Irma. 
 
 By November 27th, 2017 (previously November 1st),    

we anticipate receiving our temporary Certificate of 
Occupancy.  This will clear the way to begin moving 
residents into residential living apartments. 

 

 By December 18, 2017 (previously November 20th), we 
anticipate that our assisted living accommodations  
will be ready for occupancy. 

 

 The final contents and touches on the building will   
be in place by January 8th, 2018 (previously December 
6th, 2017).  

 

 The Ribbon Cutting Ceremony will occur on                                                                                          
January 10th, 2018 (previously December 6th, 2017). Details and a formal invitation will be             
distributed closer to this date. 

 
Please know that we will continue to keep you informed of any specifics or changes to these dates as 
we move forward.  

THE NORTHWEST GARDEN 
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Does being forced to move frequently from one 

country to another during early adolescence  

result in a passion to move about the world 

freely later in life? That notion may occur to 

those who will have the opportunity to see Dr. 

Gloria Schranz’s huge world map, festooned 

with scores of multicolored pins representing 

the countries and cities she has visited thus far. 

 

The only child of a middle-class accountant’s 

family, Gloria was a 12-year-old Latvian  

schoolgirl when Russia invaded her country  

at the start of World War II, later followed by 

German occupation. Her family subsequently 

moved to Nuremburg for her father’s work.  

Gloria was 14 when the war ended and they 

moved onto an Allied Displaced Persons Camp. 

Having no American relatives or contacts,  

they remained in the camp for almost six years.  

She was able to continue her schooling while  

arrangements were being made for them to  

emigrate to the U.S. Finally, after a brief stay in 

Michigan, they settled in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 

where she was able to continue her education.  

 

Gloria earned a B.A. degree at a local college, 

then was admitted to Marquette University, 

graduating in 1957 as a Doctor of Dental Surgery. 

She quickly built an active practice. A little later 

she met William Schranz, owner of a family 

roofing company, whom she married in 1961. 

Their mutual passion for travel resulted in great 

personal joy and pleasure as reflected in the 

multi-pinned map. In 1987, they both retired, 

left Wisconsin for Florida and nearby Osprey,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

where he died in 2010. Although she no longer 

wished to have an active dental practice, Dr. 

Schranz received a license to practice dentistry 

in Florida so that she could volunteer her  

services at the Senior Friendship Center in  

Venice and serve on its Board of Directors for 

more than 20 years. She has also been involved 

with the Community Foundation and has been 

on the Board of the American Cancer Society. 

 

Dr. Schranz is gradually settling in, building a 

new and comfortable place for herself, gradually 

meeting new people, but also enjoying the quiet 

opportunity to immerse herself in historical  

and mystery novels. Surely the subtle, seductive 

powers of Plymouth Harbor committees and  

residents will work their magic...but Africa still 

calls. 
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GLORIA SCHRANZ 
APT. W-204    EXT. 293   

—  Al Balaban 



 

 

  

When Tom Bulthuis says he is of Dutch heritage,  
we can tell that is more than just a matter of family 
descent — he was born in Grand Haven, Michigan, 
which he describes as “small-town America,” a beach 
town on Lake Michigan and part of a larger regional 
community of Dutch residents. Idyllic.  
 
Tom grew up with four siblings who each married 
and had four children. Although he has no children 
of his own, he became “Uncle Tom” to 16 nieces and 
nephews. He is clearly Midwestern and Dutch. 
 
After attending parochial schools through high 
school, Tom received his B.A. from Calvin College  
in Grand Rapids, Michigan, and his M.A. in Library 
Science from the University of Michigan.  
 
Tom’s professional life began as a college reference 
librarian. He was later director of library services  
at Ramapo College of New Jersey and vice president  
of Microfilming Corporation, a New York Times  
subsidiary. He then became self-employed in graphic 
design, primarily working with the University of 
North Carolina in Chapel Hill.  
 
Meanwhile (after marriage and the birth of two 
sons), Edy was enjoying a varied and extensive  
career in healthcare. Born in San Francisco and 
raised in Arlington, Virginia, she was educated  
at the University of North Carolina and the  
University of South Carolina, where she received  
her BSN degree.  
 
Over time, Edy held nursing positions in labor/  
delivery as well as psychiatry. She served as  
assistant director of nursing, director of managed 
care at Travelers Insurance, and nurse consultant for 
wound and incontinent care for Kendall Healthcare.  
Most rewarding of her career accomplishments?  
She developed and implemented the first infection 

control program in the 250+ bed acute care hospital 
where she was employed. In 1993, Tom and Edy  
discovered each other at their Chapel Hill condo 
community swimming pool. They married two  
years later. That was 22 years ago.  
 
While in Chapel Hill, the Bulthuises were active 
community members. In addition to Edy’s efforts for 
the Chapel Hill Service League and the American 
Cancer Society, they volunteered at Family House — 
a hospital hospitality facility, much like Ronald 
McDonald house, built for adults. Together, Tom 
and Edy were volunteer ushers at UNC basketball 
games for 15 years. Tom also served as a board mem-
ber of the Chamber Orchestra of the Triangle. They 
were ardent hikers and kayakers. Edy is a Ruby Life 
Master bridge player and has played duplicate bridge 
for many years.  
 
The Bulthuises arrived in Sarasota in 2016. They lived 
downtown while waiting for just the right apartment 
in Plymouth Harbor to become available. Happily, 
they joined us in August 2017. All settled now, Tom 
and Edy look forward to sharing their lives with their 
new Plymouth Harbor family.  

WELCOME NEW FRIENDS 
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TOM AND EDY BULTHUIS 
APT. W-309       EXT. 283  

—  Judy Stanford 



 

 

  

It is not often to have lived a life where you  

really do not have any regrets. Gay Tennis has 

lived such a life, successful in her career and  

adventurous in her pursuits. She lives up to her 

name, Gay, embodying the joy of living. 

 

She was born in Atlanta in 1936, but moved to 

Orlando when she was six years old. She grew up 

and graduated from high school there. Orlando 

was undeveloped in those days. She enjoyed  

experiencing the Disney growth and the birth of 

the Magic Kingdom. To this day, she is a lifelong 

Disney fan with a lifetime pass. She continues to 

visit, often with one of her sons and his family 

who live nearby.  

 

After two years of college, she got married at the 

age of 19 and subsequently had three sons. That 

marriage ended in an amicable divorce after 19 

years. Her boys and their families continue to  

be the loves of her life.  

 

In 1975, she married Gene Tennis. They  

remained happily together for the next 39 years, 

until his death in 2014. After his retirement in 

2000, they traveled to every country in the  

world except Egypt. They also had a timeshare  

in Hawaii, which they visited with family and 

friends during every even year. They loved  

snorkeling and exploring the islands, even flying 

over a volcano just as it was preparing to erupt.  

 

Professionally, Gay earned her B.A, M.A., and 

Ph.D. degrees from Georgia College and State 

University. From 1978-1984 she served as  

research director of the United Presbyterian  

denomination in New York City. From 1984-

2000 she taught at North Georgia College  

and State University as a professor of business  

administration. She received recognition along 

the way, including a Distinguished Professor  

and Educator of the Year awards. One of her 

most treasured accolades came when she ran  

into one of her students years later. He declared, 

“You know Mrs. Tennis, I can’t believe I enjoyed 

your torturous course so much.” 

 

Her hobbies still include traveling, singing in  

the Presbyterian Church choir, and reading... 

especially mysteries. “if someone doesn’t die  

in the first chapter, I don’t read on.” 

 

Gay is a vibrant, intelligent, fun new neighbor  

at Plymouth Harbor.  

WELCOME NEW FRIENDS 
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GAY TENNIS 
APT. T-2107      EXT. 592  

—  Ann Anderson 



 

 

  

HONORING NATIONAL PHILANTHROPY DAY 
Change the world with a giving heart…is the message every year sent  
out by the Association of Fundraising Professionals on November 15th,  
recognized as National Philanthropy Day. Since 1990, this day has been  
celebrated across the country, honoring those who devote their time, talent, 
and treasure to the community through generous acts of philanthropy.   
 
The Plymouth Harbor Foundation is pleased to honor our own donors,  
who together have made a huge difference in the quality of life at Plymouth Harbor. More than 
$8,000,000 has generously been given to projects at Plymouth Harbor since 2012, some current gifts, 
and some that have been promised through estates. Make no mistake…philanthropy changes the 
world.   

THE SPIRIT OF PHILANTHROPY 
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In Sarasota, our local chapter of the Association of Fundraising  
Professionals hosts a luncheon and celebration of the far-reaching  
impact of generosity in our community. This year at the luncheon,  
Plymouth Harbor, Inc., and the Plymouth Harbor Foundation  
will honor Barry and Phil Starr, for their leadership, philanthropy,  
and goodwill at Plymouth Harbor.   
 
Barry and Phil, residents since 2012, have played an integral part  
in our philanthropy program. Phil has been a resident trustee of  
the Plymouth Harbor Foundation board since 2013. The couple has  
co-chaired two back-to-back capital campaigns: one to rejuvenate Pilgrim  
Hall for $1,100,000; and one to establish our premier program in innovative care in the new Memory 
Care Residence for $3,000,000. The couple gave generously to both campaigns.  
 
In addition to their own gifts, they secured the lead gift for the new Memory Care Residence by 
championing a grant from their family foundation in Kansas City, marking one of the few gifts by 
the foundation to ever be awarded outside of the Kansas City geographic area. The Starrs lead by  
example, with quiet elegance and generous charitable giving, and by doing so, have inspired a deep 
culture of philanthropy at Plymouth Harbor since their arrival.  
 
This quote by Winston Churchill exemplifies the Starrs: “You make a living by what you get; you 
make a life by what you give.” We are honored and deeply grateful for their participation and  
citizenship at Plymouth Harbor.  

BARRY & PHIL STARR: NATIONAL PHILANTHROPY DAY 2017 HONOREES 

— Becky Pazkowski, Senior VP of Philanthropy 
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Monday, November 13th — Kayak Outing and Picnic Lunch 
Come explore the great outdoors with a morning kayak trip through the mangrove tunnels  
on Sarasota Bay by Adventure Kayak Outfitters! This is a two-hour guided tour using tandem  
kayaks. Bottled water and a picnic lunch will be provided. Meet in the Main Lobby. Sign up in the  
Wellness Center by November 10th — call Elizabeth Goldsmith at Ext. 350 or Jennifer Bruneman 
at Ext. 443, or feel free to stop by our office and sign up in person. Cost: $50 per person. Depart at 
9:00 a.m., return at 12:30 p.m. 

 

Tuesday, November 14th — Drum Circle   
Gather outdoors by the Bocce court for music and fun with Jana from Drum Circle Magic! This is  
an entertaining and healing experience, where we will come together through music using Djembe 
drums that are provided for you. In case of inclement weather, we will gather in the Club Room.  
No cost for this event. Event time: 3:00-4:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, November 15th — Lido Beach Walk and Picnic Lunch 
Enjoy the beauty of South Lido Beach during a 1.5 hour walk, followed by a picnic lunch. Lunch  
will be provided by Dining Services at Ted Sperling Nature Park in the picnic pavilion area. Sign  
up in the Wellness Center by November 13th. Cost: $10 per person (includes entrée, side,  
dessert, and a beverage). Meet in the Main Lobby at 9:30 a.m. Depart at 9:45 a.m., return  
at 12:30 p.m. 
 

Thursday, November 16th — Eco-Boat Tour 
Join us for a wonderful afternoon with Sarasota Bay Explorers for an Eco-Boat Tour. On this  
excursion, you will join a marine biologist on a 1-hour and 45-minute cruise through Sarasota and 
Roberts Bay, observing manatees and bottlenose dolphins, and learning about the ecology, history, 
and folklore of the area. There are on-board restrooms, comfortable seating and shade. Concessions 
can be purchased at resident’s expense. Sign up in the Wellness Center by November 10th.  
Cost: $35 per person. Meet in the Main Lobby. Depart at 12:30 p.m., return by 3:30 p.m. 
 

Friday, November 17th — Bocce Party 
Come and enjoy a beautiful afternoon by the Bocce court! Play bocce, or simply come and gather  
together by the water. Appetizers and refreshments will be provided, in addition to gift basket  
drawings every half-hour. No cost for this event. Event time: 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

JOIN US FOR WELLNESS WEEK!  

NOVEMBER 13TH-17TH 

Please see below for event descriptions and sign up deadlines.  
We hope you will join us!  

 

Bonus! We will also hold gift card drawings at the end of  
all Wellness Center classes during Wellness Week! 



 

 

  

Each year, Plymouth Harbor holds a Skills Fair where 
healthcare and nursing staff demonstrate competence 
in daily skills that provide the best possible care for  
residents in the Smith Care Center, the Callahan Center, 
and those assisted through our Home Health program. 
 
This year’s Skills Fair was held on October 18th in  
the Club Room, where various test stations were  
designed to address topics like safe transfers, skin integrity, oral care, pericare, IV insertions, hearing 
aids, and more. Healthcare employees are required to complete each station and assure competence. 
Stations were set up specifically for Licensed Practical Nurses (LPNs) and Certified Nursing Assistants 
(CNAs), and some stations created for both. 
 
Plymouth Harbor began the Skills Fair four years ago; it has been become more successful with each 
passing year. Demonstrated competence ensures better outcomes for our residents, and the Skills Fair 
serves as the perfect time to enhance these skills. 

THE CONTINUUM 
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ANNUAL SKILLS FAIR 

For the third year in a row, Plymouth Harbor is proud to 
participate in the Walk To End Alzheimer’s — helping to 
fight the sixth leading cause of death in the U.S.  
 
This walk is the signature nationwide fundraiser for the  
Alzheimer’s Association. It will be held on Saturday,  
November 11th at 9:00 a.m. at Nathan Benderson  
Park (at the northern end of the rowing lake near the  
UTC Mall). Event registration begins at 8:00 a.m.  
However, please note that there is no registration fee or 
deadline to participate.  
 
In recent weeks, we have had a number of residents  
express interest in participating with Plymouth Harbor’s team. If you would like to join us, either by 
walking or donating, you can join the team by visiting the following link: http://tinyurl.com/ydcmnoc5  
 
If you have an existing username, you may enter that information. If not, you may create a new  
account. Then, you will click “Join a Team,” and type in our team name “Plymouth Harbor.” If you have 
questions, please contact our team captain, Joe Devore, at Ext. 246. 

NOVEMBER WALK TO END ALZHEIMER’S 

Above: Plymouth Harbor’s team at the 
2016 Walk to End Alzheimer's.  

http://tinyurl.com/ydcmnoc5


 

 

  

THE FUND SHOP: CELEBRATING 50 YEARS 

Most of us know that in January 1966 Plymouth Harbor opened 
its doors to the first residents of our community. But what you 
may not know is that in 1967 the idea behind the Resident Fund 
Shop was formed.  
 
The Fund Shop has certainly transformed over the years.  
In early 1967, it initially began as the “Memorial Fund” established by the Residents Association, 
where monetary gifts were raised as part of a blood drive, collecting more than $280 to help purchase 
blood for the original “infirmary.”  
 
In the January 1968 issue of the Harbor Light, an article indicated a name change from the Memorial 
Fund to the “Resident Fund.” Along with this came a change in their mission — the Fund had 
evolved to begin seeking donations of used, “saleable” items that could be sold to the Woman’s  
Exchange, from which the Fund would receive 70 percent of the profit of sold items. Later that same 
year, an update was given in the resident Harbor Light newsletter, referencing a new designated  
closet area in a colony room where donated items could be stored.  
 
As the Fund continued to grow, it remained committed to supporting purchases for the infirmary, 
such as wheelchairs, a subscription to Reader’s Digest (in large type), and more. But it also grew to 
support other purchases as well, such as the purchase of new curtains for the chapel and the like. 
Residents showed their support by donating clothing, jewelry, furniture, pots, pans, linens, and 
many other items, which became part of the colony closet and were given to the Woman’s Exchange 
for sale. In 1972, the Fund reported that the Woman’s Exchange had returned more than $2,800 to 
Plymouth Harbor for that fiscal year.  
 
As the years passed, the Resident Fund blossomed, expanding its scope and service, and collecting 
any items that would help support its mission. In May 1987, Plymouth Harbor gathered to celebrate 
the 20th Anniversary of the Residents Association, during which they recognized the integral role 
that the Resident Fund had played over the years. By 1988, the Fund was given its own “room” on  
the ground floor of the Tower, where the sale of items could be made here at Plymouth Harbor — 
what we now know as the Resident Fund Shop.  
 
Countless improvements are owed to the generosity of the Residents Association Fund. Today,  
the Resident Fund Shop continues to be managed by dedicated resident volunteers and the mission  
remains the same — offering donated items for sale, and using the proceeds to purchase items that 
are deemed necessary by our residents. This year, we are proud to celebrate the 50th Anniversary  
of the Resident Fund Shop, which has unwaveringly contributed to the generous atmosphere of 
Plymouth Harbor. Please join us in celebrating this wonderful piece of our history! 
 

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 
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JOIN US IN CELEBRATING THE  

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE  

RESIDENT FUND SHOP!  

Friday, November 3rd  

10:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 

in the Fund Shop  
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Two years ago, the State of Jobs Conference, hosted by the  
Greater Sarasota Chamber of Commerce and aimed at high  
school sophomores, did not recognize the senior services  
industry as a known career track. This year, for the second  
time, Plymouth Harbor participated in the day-long  
conference by sponsoring the Healthcare track, staffing  
an exhibit booth filled with employment and volunteering  
opportunities, and representing the field of nursing to  
students interested in healthcare as a career.   
 
On October 10th, more than 850 students from Sarasota and 
Manatee counties attended the State of Jobs Conference, now 
hosted by CareerSource Suncoast. Held at Robarts Arena,  
students arrived at the arena at 8:00 a.m. and were free to  
visit exhibits for colleges and sponsors (yes, Plymouth Harbor 
had a booth!). The keynote address was by Blair Bloomston, 
vice president of Game On Nation, a respected consulting 
group that works with high-profile corporations, teams, and other organizations to build leadership, team-
building, and communication. Following the keynote, students were ushered to their respective tracks, 
where three sessions were held for each track, led by experts in the field, such as business/entrepreneurship, 
arts and culture, manufacturing/engineering, information technology, healthcare, and hospitality/tourism. 
Lunch was provided by Jason’s Deli, and career track sessions were followed by two final panel presentations 
addressing College Preparation and Career Preparation. Students returned to school at 2:00 p.m.   
 
The healthcare track is the conference’s largest track, with more than 250 students in attendance. During 
Plymouth Harbor’s session, Stephanie Leathers, April Gillespie, and Danny Bushman, all nurses at Plymouth 
Harbor, led an interactive scenario. In this scenario, a gentleman (played by a student in the audience) fell 
and experienced a head wound and brain trauma. Each of the three nurses represented a different level of 
care for the gentleman, and an aspiring nurse in the audience helped to dress the patient’s wound. The  
students learned how residents move through our system, receiving the appropriate and compassionate  
care they deserve as their needs change.   
 
This year, for the first time, the evening offered a Parent’s Night, where 140 parents were invited to have  
dinner and listen to presentations from each of the six careers tracks. Healthcare was again represented  
by Plymouth Harbor, with Senior Vice President of Philanthropy Becky Pazkowski discussing the variety of 
careers available in the healthcare field.   
 
As we continue to be challenged by workforce issues — such as the shortage of workers in our community  
—it is important that Plymouth Harbor stands out as an employer of choice. We will continue to keep our  
industry at the forefront, and you can bet that this inspiring and respected field of services for older adults  
is now recognized as a viable career track, and, indeed, Plymouth Harbor is leading the pack!   

STATE OF JOBS CONFERENCE 2017:  

INTRODUCING STUDENTS TO CAREERS  
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Plymouth Harbor is proud to announce Brian Bly as our  

new Construction Superintendent. Brian joined the  

Plymouth Harbor team in August 2017.  

 

In his new role as Construction Superintendent, Brian  

is responsible for organizing and directing the work of  

field personnel and trade contractors to meet Plymouth  

Harbor’s construction objectives, including cost, quality,  

schedule, equipment conservation, and safety for all  

assigned projects. Brian is part of our new Facilities  

Department, working closely with Vice President  

of Facilities, George McGonagill. 

 

Before coming to Plymouth Harbor, Brian served as construction superintendent for Questar  

Construction Inc. from 1998 until 2013. He was responsible for overseeing the organization’s  

subcontractors, ensuring their work was performed correctly and ahead of schedule, in addition  

to daily work reports and working in partnership with project managers to identify and address  

any issues that arose, including delays, cost, time requirements, and the like. From June 2014 to  

August 2017, Brian worked with Kellogg and Kimsey, a commercial building and construction  

company, serving on projects including Hampton Inn Tampa, Aloft Sarasota/One Palm residences, 

Mallard Law Firm, and more. 

 

Additionally, Brian attended Barclay Career Institute  

and served in the United States Marine Corp from 1987 to  

1990. With more than 20 years of construction experience, 

Plymouth Harbor is thrilled to have Brian as a our new  

Construction Superintendent.  

INTRODUCING BRIAN BLY  
CONSTRUCTION SUPERINTENDENT  

       In the short time that  
I’ve been here at Plymouth 
Harbor, I have experienced   
a camaraderie with staff and 
residents that you don’t get  
to see in other campuses.  
I am excited to be part of the 
team and I look forward to  
using my experience in the  
field to help establish  
in-house construction here  
at Plymouth Harbor.  
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Cindy Taylor, Home Care Department 
Employee since August 2004 
 

“Cindy has excellent independent judgement and decision-making  

skills. I am always confident that she will handle things appropriately 

when on duty. She gets along well with coworkers and is positive  

and cooperative. Cindy will always do whatever is asked of her with  

a positive attitude. She is dependable and consistent. We are lucky  

to have Cindy working in the Callahan Center.” 

EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH 

Founded in 1981 and recognized across the 
globe, International Housekeeping Week 
(IHW) is traditionally celebrated during the 
second week of September. This year, due to 
Hurricane Irma, Plymouth Harbor held our 
IHW event during the first week of October.  
 
IHW is typically a week-long event that is  
celebrated uniquely by each organization  
that participates. At Plymouth Harbor, we  
are dedicated to recognizing the efforts of our 
hard-working housekeeping staff, who play a 
vital role in keeping our campus clean, 
healthy, and safe.  
 
“International Housekeeping Week is an important event for us to celebrate each year because it 
provides the perfect opportunity for us to recognize and thank our staff for what they do,” says  
Director of Housekeeping, Jim Myers. 
 
Plymouth Harbor has now celebrated IHW for 29 years. This year, our appreciation was shown 
through daily recognition and a great deal of food — catered breakfast, lunch in the Private Dining 
Room, a pizza party, and an ice cream day. We truly thank our staff for what they do each day, and 
look forward to celebrating this important event in the years to come.  

CELEBRATING INTERNATIONAL HOUSEKEEPING WEEK 



 

 

  

 

JIM MYERS  
Thursdays 
5:15—6:15 p.m. 
November 2nd, 16th & 30th  
 

PAUL PAZKOWSKI  
6:00—7:00 p.m. 
Thursday, November 9th  
& Tuesday, November 21st 

WITH HARRY 
 

Friday,  
November 17th 
at 10:00 a.m.  
 
WITH CHEF RENÉ  
 

Tuesday,  
November 28th 
at 2:00 p.m.  

HARBOR HAPPENINGS 
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Brendan Goff, Assistant Professor of U.S. history at New College, will discuss 
the argument that we’ve witnessed a populist revolution emerge in recent years.  
 

Thursday, November 2nd at 7:45 p.m. in Pilgrim Hall.  

WE THE PEOPLE? POPULISM AND DEMOCRACY IN THE U.S. 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

Tuesday, November 14th from 10:00-11:00 a.m. in the Main Lobby.  

EYEGLASS ADJUSTMENTS 

TED TALKS 

Join us for the talks “The Man Who Gave Us Modern Pain Relief” by Latif 
Nasser and “A Doctor’s Touch” by Abraham Verghese.  
 

Wednesday, November 1st at 4:00 p.m. in Pilgrim Hall.   

MONDAY NIGHT SERIES 
A Place to Call Home continues on Monday nights in Pilgrim Hall. 
 

This series will end on Monday, November 6th at 7:30 p.m.  
 

         Our new featured Monday night series will be... 
 

Empire Falls. From the Pulitzer Prize-winning novel, this series is a portrait 
of the drama and comedy that make up everyday life in blue collar America. 
 

Mondays, November 13th, 20th, and 27th at 7:30 in Pilgrim Hall.  

An opportunity to share poetry that speaks to us, or poetry we have written. 
 

Monday, November 6th at 11:00 a.m. on the Mezzanine.  

MUSE MOMENTS ON THE MEZZANINE 
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HARBOR HAPPENINGS 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

Join Steven High, Executive Director of the John and Mable Ringling Museum  
of Art, as he presents the 2017 State of Ringling Report. You will learn about  
upcoming happenings, educational opportunities, and the museum’s operation. 
 

Thursday, November 16th at 7:45 p.m. in Pilgrim Hall.  

THE STATE OF RINGLING MUSEUM REPORT 

MANATEE SCHOOL FOR THE ARTS 

This local high school’s Jazz Band brings us a wonderful Swing Concert to  
enjoy here at Plymouth Harbor.  
 

Thursday, November 9th at 7:45 p.m. in Pilgrim Hall.   

ETHICAL CONVERSATIONS 

Tuesday, November 28th at 11:30 a.m. in the Private Dining Room. Call Ext. 399 to sign up.  

Join Chaplain Sparrow to discuss what you think is the right thing to do and why.  

WEDU BROADCAST EXPANSION 
Larry Jopek, VP, Community Partnerships, will discuss WEDU’s expanding 
broadcast presence, changes in federal funding, and WEDU’s legacy. 

Thursday, November 30th at 7:45 p.m. in Pilgrim Hall.  

Join Chaplain Sparrow for our annual Thanksgiving service. A reception will  
be held on the Mezzanine prior to the service.   
 

Wednesday, November 22nd. Reception at 9:15 a.m. on the  
Mezzanine. Thanksgiving Service at 10:00 a.m. in the Chapel. 

THANKSGIVING SERVICE 

We have reserved the best seats in the house (tent!) for Circus Sarasota on  
February 14, 2018, for the matinee. VIP seating sales are now in progress. 
 

Call Ext. 252 to reserve and to ensure you are part of our group.  
Cost: $65 (includes transportation).  

CIRCUS SARASOTA: MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

Join us for this insightful discussion, presented by Beth Richter, M.D., PhD.  
 

Wednesday, November 15th at 3:00 p.m. in Pilgrim Hall.  

HEALTH MATTERS: DIABETIC RETINOPATHY 



 

 

  

HERE, THERE, AND EVERYWHERE 

Visit the home, galleries, and workshop of renowned artist Howard Solomon, 
and enjoy a delightful lunch at the Boat-in-the-Moat Restaurant. Call Ext. 
252 to sign up. Cost: $30 plus Dutch Treat Lunch.  
 

Friday, November 3rd. Bus Departs: 9:45 a.m.  

BUS OUTING: SOLOMON’S CASTLE 
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Join Steven High, Executive Director of the John and Mable Ringling Museum  
of Art, as he presents the 2017 State of Ringling Report. You will learn about  
upcoming happenings, educational opportunities, and the museum’s operation. 
 

Thursday, November 16th at 7:45 p.m. in Pilgrim Hall.  

UPCOMING EVENTS  

92ND STREET Y ON DEMAND  

Join us for this month’s 92nd Street Y On Demand, “Bill Nye the Science 
Guy: Evolution and the Science of Creation.”   
 

Wednesday, November 8th at 3:30 p.m. in Pilgrim Hall. 

Join Chaplain Sparrow to discuss what you think is the right thing to do and why.  

Residents John and Alida DeJongh and Tom and Marie Belcher recently spent  
a month traveling by ship through the Northwest Passage. This professional  
DVD gives us a glimpse of the beauty and splendor of that world. 
 

Tuesday, November 7th at 4:00 p.m. in Pilgrim Hall.  

TRAVELOGUE DVD: THE NORTHWEST PASSAGE 

November 3:  Mr. Holland’s Opus  
(1995), Subtitles, 143 minutes, PG 

November 17:  NO MOVIE 
 

November 10:  Georgy Girl  
(1966), Subtitles, 99 minutes, G 

November 24:  Erin Brockovich  
(2000), Subtitles, 131 minutes, R 

What would you like to see?  
Call Ext. 252 or put a note in the Resident Programming box at the Front Desk with your  
suggestions for movies to be shown on Friday evenings.  

FRIDAY EVENING RESIDENTS’ CHOICE MOVIES AT 7:30 PM 

We have reserved the best seats in the house (tent!) for Circus Sarasota on  
February 14, 2018, for the matinee. VIP seating sales are now in progress. 
 

Call Ext. 252 to reserve and to ensure you are part of our group.  
Cost: $65 (includes transportation).  

Tour the Mote Aquaculture Park, which develops technologies to help produce 
seafood. Call Ext. 252 to sign up. Cost: $10 plus Dutch Treat Lunch.  
 

Thursday, November 9th. Bus Departs: 9:00 a.m. *Wait list only. 

BUS OUTING: MOTE AQUACULTURE PARK  



 

 

  

 

ARTS, CREATIVITY, AND EDUCATION 

UPCOMING EVENTS  
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ART LUNCH AND LEARN  

Local artist and lecturer Kevin Costello will discuss three masters of Italian  
art — Michelangelo, Canaletto, Boccioni. No charge; lunch is available.  
Sign up required (Call Ext. 252). Space is limited.  
 

Tuesday, November 14th at noon in the Private Dining Room.  

Longtime friends of the Sarasota Orchestra, Carol and Mort Siegler, have  
graciously invited the Quintet to perform here at Plymouth Harbor.   

Friday, November 17th at 7:45 p.m. in Pilgrim Hall. 

SARASOTA WIND QUINTET 

“MAD ABOUT MONET”  
 

A portrait of the life, work, and legacy of one  
of the world's most popular artists.  

 

 Wednesday, November 29th at 3:00 p.m. in Pilgrim Hall  

FRENCH FILM: FATHER AND SONS 

An older man wishes to reconcile with his estranged sons. 
  

Saturday, November 18th at 7:00 p.m. in Pilgrim Hall.  

WORKSHOP: ARTISTIC RIVALS 

Picasso vs. Matisse; Manet vs. Degas; Pollock vs. de Kooning, presented by  
noted lecturer Baila Miller. $25 for workshop. Sign up required, call Ext. 252.
(Workshop skips Dec. 4th). 
 

Mondays, November 27th, and December 11th & 18th, at 4:00 p.m. in Pilgrim Hall.  

SOLOMON EICHNER CONCERT PIANIST 

A national and international competition winner, Eichner made his Carnegie 
Hall debut in April 2015.   

 

Monday, November 20th at 4:00 p.m. in Pilgrim Hall.  

eTEAM: SATURDAY NOVEMBER 4TH  

Call Ext. 399 to make an appointment with the eTEAM, onsite to assist you  

with your electronics. Saturday, November 4th at 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 



 

 

  

NEW IN THE LIBRARY 
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Picasso vs. Matisse; Manet vs. Degas; Pollock vs. de Kooning, presented by  
noted lecturer Baila Miller. $25 for workshop. Sign up required, call Ext. 252.
(Workshop skips Dec. 4th). 
 

Mondays, November 27th, and December 11th & 18th, at 4:00 p.m. in Pilgrim Hall.  

*Indicates a gift.   

“THE TALE OF THE DUELING NEUROSURGEONS”  
By Sam Kean  
 

The history of the human brain as revealed  
by true stories of trauma, madness, and  
recovery.  
 

Friday, November 10th at 4:00 p.m. in the  
Club Room. Call Ext. 252 to sign up and to buy a 
copy of the book ($11). 
 

Discussion will be led by Sue Elliott. All are invited, 
even if you have not read the book.  

Call Ext. 399 to make an appointment with the eTEAM, onsite to assist you  

with your electronics. Saturday, November 4th at 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

NEW BOOKS 
 

FICTION 
Catch 22 by Joseph Heller 

A Column of Fire by Ken Follett 

Iron House by John Hart 

Island Justice by Elizabeth Winthrop 

A Legacy of Spies by John le Carré  

Murder Games by James Patterson and 
 Howard Roughan 

The Prisoner by Alex Berenson 

Sleeping in the Group by Peter Robinson 

Testimony by Scott Turow 
 

NON-FICTION 
The Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer 

Caravaggio: A Life by Helen Langdon 

Coming to My Senses: The Making of a 
 Counterculture Book by Alice Waters 
 and Cristina Mueller 

Jacqueline du Pre by Carol Easton 

Masters of the Planet: The Search for Our 
 Human Origins by Ian Tattersall 

Playing to the Edge by Michael V. Hayden 

CONSERVATION TIP  
OF THE MONTH 

There are so many easy ways to recycle your 
excess or gently used items here at Plymouth 

Harbor. On the Ground Floor there are donation 
bins for Meals on Wheels, Resurrection House, 
All Faiths Food Bank and the Sarasota County 

Animal Services. The Resident’s Association 
Fund Shop, is not only a great place to shop,  

but it can always use “new” merchandise. 
 

New Peak Hours, beginning Nov. 1st:  
6:00-10:00 a.m. and 6:00-10:00 p.m.   



 

 

  

SUNDAY MOVIES 

AT THE MOVIES 

2:00 PM The Help 

(2011)       Subtitles      146 minutes      PG-13 

Sleepy Hollow 
(1999)     Subtitles         105 minutes    R 

The Busybody 
(1961)     Subtitles         103 minutes     G 

2:00 PM Zero Dark Thirty 

(2012)       Subtitles     157 minutes      R 
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2:00 PM Life of Pi  

(2012)       Subtitles     127 minutes      R NOVEMBER 5 

 
NOVEMBER 12 

 
NOVEMBER 26 

TUESDAY MOVIES AT 7:30 

 
NOVEMBER 7 

 
NOVEMBER 14 

 
NOVEMBER 21 

7:00 PM Ballerina’s Tale  

(2015)       Subtitles     85 minutes        NR 

2:00 PM The Manchurian Candidate  

(2004)       Subtitles     129 minutes      R 

7:00 PM Meet the Fockers  

(2004)       Subtitles     105 minutes      PG-13 

 
NOVEMBER 19 

7:00 PM Tea with Mussolini  

(1999)       Subtitles     117 minutes      PG 

7:00 PM Cheaper by the Dozen 

(2003)       Subtitles        98 minutes      PG 

 
NOVEMBER 28 

Burnt 
(2015)     Subtitles         101 minutes     R 

The Visitor 
(2007)     Subtitles        104 minutes    PG-13 

https://www.facebook.com/PlymouthHarbor/

